
2023

Battle In New Berlin
Presented by the New Berlin Pumas

Tournament Rules
All rules follow the National Federation of High Schools (NFHS) Rules with the following

additions and/or exceptions.

Roster
1. All age brackets shall field a maximum of nine defensive players.
2. A team must have eight players to start a game. If players are running late, a 10-minute grace
period from scheduled start time will be allowed before the game will be counted as a forfeit.
3. Your roster may be changed with the Tournament Director before your FIRST game. After the first pitch
of your first game, your roster is frozen.
Equipment
1. No steel spikes are permitted in U7, U8, U9, U10, U11, and U12. Steel spikes are permitted in U13
and U14 divisions. Rubber / Molded cleats are allowed in all divisions.
2. No bat barrel limitation.
3. All team players must wear baseball caps and numbered team jerseys.
4. Batters, base-runners, player base-coaches and bat person must wear a helmet at all times.
Also, the catcher must have a Little League approved catcher's helmet with a throat protector on.
5. Catchers are strongly encouraged to wear a protective cup, and liability for not wearing one falls on the
coach, team, and parent of that child.
Miscellaneous
1. No game shall be forfeited or a team disqualified without authorization of the
tournament director.
2. Tournament officials, including the director, umpires, coaches and New Berlin Parks Department will
determine the playability of fields in the case of bad weather.
If a game is ended prior to six innings, four complete innings will constitute an official
game (3 1/2 innings if the home team is ahead).
3. Tie Breakers if needed:

1. Wins - Losses
2. Head to Head (if 2 teams tied)
3. Runs Allowed
4. Runs Scored
5. Coin Toss
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**For tie-breaking purposes, a game that is forfeited for any reason will result in a score of 6-0.

4. Teams should have a continuous batting order with free substitution of defensive players. If a
player becomes injured and cannot bat when his/her turn, there is an automatic out only the first
time that spot comes up in the lineup.
5. The pitcher may take a fielder's position but not return as a pitcher during the game.
6. Non-players on the team bench are limited to the manager, coaches, players, one scorer, and one bat
person.
7. Tournament officials, including the director, umpires, coaches, and New Berlin Parks
Department will determine the playability of fields in the case of bad weather.
8. The field will be considered neutral. The home team shall be determined by the toss of a coin;
the winner of the toss having the choice.
9. No faking a bunt and then swinging away. If a batter fakes a bunt, he will be called out.
10. A manager or coach may come to the mound to talk to the pitcher 1x per inning, but the second time
out in that inning the player must be removed as the pitcher. The rule applies to each pitcher who enters a
game.
11. On-deck batters must always be on the side of the field behind the hitter at the plate for safety
reasons.
12. Head first sliding is allowed except at home plate. When there is a play at any base (except
first), the runner must either make a legal slide or avoid contact. The runner may be
called out for violation of this rule.

Two points of emphasis:
- On any force out, the runner must either slide directly into the base or run

himself out of the play avoiding contact with the fielder; and
- For a play at the plate, when the catcher is attempting to catch a thrown ball,

the runner must either make a legal slide or avoid contact, but when the
catcher is not attempting to receive a thrown ball and is in the base path, then
the catcher has committed obstruction and the runner is awarded home. Any
incidental contact is a judgment call by the umpire.

Summary of the NFHS rule- When there is a potential play at the plate, and the
catcher has the ball, the runner must either make a legal slide or avoid contact. The
catcher has the right to be in the base-path when he has the ball in his possession. If
the catcher does not have possession of the ball and denies the runner access to the
plate, then the catcher has committed obstruction and the runner may be awarded
home. The runner has the right to reestablish his base path by running no more than
3 feet to either side of the base path to avoid contact. If the runner does attempt to
avoid contact and there is incidental contact then this is a judgment call by the
umpire. If the runner commits malicious contact, the runner is out and ejected.
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Age Specific Rules:

U7 Only: Baserunners are not allowed to advance on an errant throw by the catcher to the pitcher or on
pass balls or wild pitches. Baserunners are allowed to lead off the base when the pitch enters the hitting
zone, but not allowed to steal.
A batter who has been walked and has become a base runner CANNOT advance past 1st base as a
result of the walk.
Teams are allowed to bat through their lineup only 1 time per inning. If 3 outs have not been made by the
time a team has batted around, the half of the inning will end. Any runners on base will only be allowed to
advance as many bases as the hitter advanced on the last at bat of the inning.
Dead ball will be called when play is made on any base runner or an infielder has secured the baseball
and is in the infield.
If teams have a different number of players, to determine the “bat around number”, use the larger of the 2
numbers.
Intentional walks are not allowed

U8 Only: Runners can advance on passed balls or wild pitches to 2nd base or 3rd base, but CANNOT
score from 3rd base on a wild pitch, pass ball or errant throw by the catcher to the pitcher.  The only way
a base runner can ADVANCE PAST 3rd base is a batted ball in play or there is a base loaded walk or a
bases loaded hit by pitch.  These are the only 3 ways a base runner can ADVANCE PAST 3rd base.
Intentional walks are not allowed

U8/U9: Leading off or stealing is allowed when the ball enters the hitting zone. A runner leaving early will
result in a dead ball. The same runner who leaves early twice during the same appearance on base, will
be called out. A batter cannot advance to first base on a dropped 3rd strike, but baserunners can advance
at their own risk.  Infield fly will apply. Intentional walks are not allowed

U10: Leading off or stealing is allowed when the ball enters the hitting zone. A runner leaving early will
result in a dead ball. The same runner who leaves early twice during the same appearance on base, will
be called out. Batters can advance to first base on a dropped 3rd strike and infield fly rule will apply.

U11-U14: Full baseball rules apply
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Time
1. Games are six innings or 1 hour and 40 minutes in duration whichever comes first. Time is
computed from the time that the last out is made in the previous inning. The umpire is the official
timer. No new inning may start after 1 hour and 40 minutes unless the score is tied. In the event
of injury, the umpire will stop the time. The “California” tie breaker rule will apply.

- California rule – Pool Play, maximum of two innings. First inning, place the person who made the
last out in the previous inning at second base to start the extra inning with a 2-1 count on the
batter. Second inning, place the person who made the last out in the previous inning at second
base with a 2-1 count and 1 out. If the score is tied after two innings, the game is over and ends
in a tie. On Sunday, California rule applies and will be played until there is a winner. We will
repeat innings 1 and 2 until there is a winner.

2. The following rules will be enforced to keep the tournament on schedule:
- Team may "walk" a batter by simply advising the umpire U10 - U14.
- No more than three warm-up pitches between innings or 5 pitches after a change of pitchers.
- The baseball must be returned directly to the pitcher after an out is made in all games.
- A courtesy runner may be used for the pitcher and/or catcher (i.e. you can have a courtesy runner

for both in the same inning) only if there are 2 outs in the inning. This runner must be the player
having made the last out. If this player is either the catcher or pitcher, you can skip them and go
to the next option. Please have this player identified and ready if you plan to use a courtesy
runner. As it is not possible to know a coach’s intentions for an upcoming inning, the courtesy
runner can only be used for a catcher/pitcher most recently playing that position. If it is the top of
the 1st inning, the player being run for must begin the game at the catcher or pitcher position.

- Please anticipate potential pitching changes to save time.
- No infield or batting practice before games. This is meant on the playing diamond only. You may

practice wherever else available. Check with the committee for locations for practice areas.
- You must be at your scheduled diamond 20 minutes before the scheduled start time. If a game

can be started early, it will be.
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3. Mercy Rule
If your team is ahead by “X” runs after the inning indicated per table below, then you are
declared the winner. If the home team is ahead by “X” runs or more after the top of the
inning has been played, the game is over and the home team is not allowed to bat in the
bottom of the inning.

4. In the championship games the run rule will not be in effect.

Conduct
1. No one associated with the team will be allowed to use profane or abusive language toward
opposing players, coaches, managers, parents and umpires. This include parents of players –
failure to comply can result in ejection of the head coach at a minimum.
2. Any player, who is ejected from a game, will be suspended for the remainder of that game,
and the next game. Any coach or fan that is ejected will be banned for the rest of the
tournament.
3. Only the players, manager, coaches, scorekeeper, or 1 bat person shall occupy the dugout during a
game.
4. Protests - A manager only may represent his team in conversations with the head umpire.
Excess abuse or poor sportsmanship by players or fans may be grounds for a forfeit. THERE
ARE NO PROTESTS AS THE DECISIONS OF THE UMPIRES ARE FINAL.
5. Sportsmanship-No player, manager, or coach will be allowed to use profane or abusive
language to players, umpires or anyone connected with the game. This includes your spectators
and parents. Our umpires and supervisors will take whatever measures are necessary to ensure
good sportsmanship.
6. Carry-ins limited to Gatorade or water for baseball players only. No coolers allowed. Full
concessions will be onsite.
7. Tobacco/Vaping/Alcohol - There will be no smoking, chewing, or alcohol within the confines of the
playing
area.
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RAIN POLICY
It is the desire of the New Berlin Pumas to see that all games are played in full while at the
at the same time keeping the players and families safe. These rules are intended to assist the
field officials in fairly dealing with the potentials of a rain delay.
If a tournament is completely rained out and NO games are played, then a 50% refund of the
entry fee received shall be refunded.
The TOURNAMENT DIRECTOR reserves the right to change the format of any tournament
to a single elimination format and/or reduce game time to accommodate all games. This
would only take place once it has been determined that there is NO possible way to finish the
published format due to weather or field conditions.
If a rain delay occurs the following policy should be followed:
· A complete game will be considered 3 full innings. (Note: If the home team is leading
after 2 ½ innings and the game is suspended due to rain, the home team will be
awarded the victory.)
· If the game is delayed, the game clock will be stopped for up to 15 minutes due to rain.
Beyond that the game clock will continue until the time has expired. At that time the win
will be awarded to the team in the lead if three innings have been played.
· If the game is stopped in the middle of an inning, the umpire will award the win to the
team leading the game at the end of the last complete inning, as long as 3 full innings
have been played. If the score is tied and the game is canceled due to weather, the
game will be declared complete and the results will be counted as a ½ game win and ½
game loss for each team on Saturday. If this occurs during the first round of games on
Sunday the bracketing will be based on the seeding resulting from Saturday’s games
and the first and second seed in each bracket will play the championship game.
· If a game is stopped before 3 complete innings, the game will be declared complete and
the results will be counted as a ½ game win and ½ game loss for each team on
Saturday.

NO REFUNDS will be given to any team playing at least one (1) official game,
regardless of any tournament format.

Health & Public Safety
With the ever changing landscape with viruses and bacteria, the New Berlin Pumas reserve the right to
change or introduce any policies as recommended by local government and health officials to ensure a
safe environment for all players and spectators. Any Health Guidance communication will be sent out to
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all teams prior to the event for any policies that will be followed for the event. Cancellation due to Public
Health, will follow the Rain Cancellation Policy.

The Battle in New Berlin will be using TeamSnap Tournament to manage all communication(scores,
schedule updates and weather) and bracketing for the tournament. Scores will be posted within an hour
of the end of a game, in most cases sooner. All coaches are required to have the app. Families may also
download the app to follow the tournament as well. The app is available in the Apple App Store and
Android store.

Contacts

Rick Paustian
Tournament Director

newberlinpumas@gmail.com

Joe James
Assistant Tournament Director
newberlinpumas@gmail.com

Tony Goodman
President

newberlinpumas@gmail.com
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